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On Feb. 3, The Austin American-Statesman reported that the US embargo against Mexican limes
will be lifted in summar 1991. The embargo has been in place for eight years because US scientists
said the Mexican crop was contaminated with cancer-causing bacteria, which could infect US crops.
Mexico produces about 670,000 metric tons of limes per year, 20% of which are the Persian variety.
Despite the embargo, the US annually imports about 55,000 MT of the seedless Persian limes, 10,000
MT more than is produced in the US. (Sources: El Nacional, El Financiero, Excelsior, 02/04/91)
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